John Fiskfe

upon the following as his general title: " Outlines
of Cosmic Philosophy based on the Doctrine of
Evolution, with criticisms of the Positive Phil-
osophy. "

On submitting this title to Spencer, he at once
raised objections, evidently, the outcome of a feel-
ing that Fiske was in a way giving a title to the
philosophy of Evolution, a right or a duty that
belonged to himself. Several letters passed: those
from Spencer, although perfectly courteous in tone,
indicate some degree of personal irritation; while
the letters of Fiske are so free from all personal
self-seeking in the matter, so direct in setting forth
the implications of the word "Cosmic" in the
sense in which he has used the term, so emphatic
in his desire to clear the doctrine of Evolution
from all affiliations with the philosophy of Posi-
tivism, and so frank in his acknowledgment of his
.great indebtedness to Spencer for thoughtful in-
spiration throughout the work, that Spencer grace-
fully withdrew his objections, remarking, "All
that I wish is that it should be made clear that I did
not myself adopt the word * Cosmic' and do not
think it desirable as a distinctive title*" The con-
troversy was conducted with such perfect frank-
ness on both sides that its settlement left no feeling
of rancor behind.

As the substance of this controversy is given by
Fiske in the preface to his " Cosmic Philosophy/'
none of the letters are given here. It appears that

464ng was so simple and modest, his
